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18 Rule of Law

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

WHAT ARE THE MAIN ISSUES

China’s phenomenal economic development and
correspondingly rapid social changes have dramatically
increased pressures on the courts to cope with problems
that other government agencies have failed to resolve.
Aggrieved Chinese citizens, who are reluctant to run the
risks of public protests or undergo the protracted process
involved in the informal petitioning, have increasingly
turned to the courts to channel popular demands for
justice. Nevertheless, their efforts have been restrained
because China’s rule of law has yet to undergo much
needed reforms.

HOW CAN UNDP HELP

SDG Goal 16 focuses on strengthening the rule of law,
facilitating all persons’ access to justice, creating stronger,
inclusive and effective institutions to deliver public
services for the realization of justice. SDG 16 is both an
end in itself, and a crucial part of delivering sustainable
development in all countries.

Promote marginalized persons’ access to justice on an equal basis with others while enforcing

non-discriminatory laws and policies.

*China’s legal system must strive to establish a complete set of laws for all organizations, social
groups and citizens to follow in their economic, political and social activities. More importantly,

these laws must be equally accessible.

*UNDP China has lead two research projects to investigate access to justice issues for two
marginalized groups that often face discrimination: rural women (in the context of land rights) and
persons with disabilities. Both reports invoked a multidisciplinary investigative approach, drawing
upon different sources of expertise of the key stakeholders in the field. The research findings have
and will continue to critically inform policy-making on enhancing the access to justice for these

communities.

Increase public access to legal information while promoting innovative and participatory approaches

to law-making.

*Public participation is the necessary precondition for good governance and a strong rule of law: it is
an integral part of the country’s ability to restrain public power and ensure that government policy

aligns with the public’s interests.

*UNDP China has promoted the standardization of various mechanisms— public consultation
mechanisms, feedback mechanisms with public comments, mechanisms to solicit opinions on
legislative items— to increase the public’s access to legal information. The rationale is that, the public,
when equipped with greater legal information at their disposal, play an increasingly important role in
policy-making, decision-making and law-making in the relevant areas.

Improve judicial transparency, accountability and competence.

*The SPC has built the world’s largest judicial database, containing both internal and public
information of more than 91 million cases from 3519 courts in China. The volume, depth, and
authenticity of the SPC data has made it a source of tremendous potential to unpack the complexity of
China’s judicial system at the macro-level and to address challenges faced by the judiciary.

*As a pioneer in exploring ICT for development in China, UNDP China is currently devising ways to
assist the SPC in leveraging the power of ICTs to make better use of this data— in a move to
improve overall judicial transparency, accountability and effectiveness.
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