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China’s phenomenal economic development and 
correspondingly rapid social changes have dramatically 
increased pressures on the courts to cope with problems 
that other government agencies have failed to resolve. 
Aggrieved Chinese citizens, who are reluctant to run the 
risks of public protests or undergo the protracted process 
involved in the informal petitioning, have increasingly 
turned to the courts to channel popular demands for 
justice. Nevertheless, their efforts have been restrained 
because China’s rule of law has yet to undergo much 
needed reforms. 

SDG Goal 16 focuses on strengthening the rule of law, 
facilitating all persons’ access to justice, creating stronger, 
inclusive and effective institutions to deliver public 
services for the realization of justice. SDG 16 is both an 
end in itself, and a crucial part of delivering sustainable 
development in all countries. 
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